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Byllye Y. Avery founder of the Black Women's Health Imperative, 

formerly the National Black Women's Health Project, and the Avery 
Institute for Social Change, has been a health care activist for over 30 years, 
focusing on the specific needs of women. Byllye’s commitment to women’s 
health began in the mid-1970s when, along with several other feminists, 
she co-founded both the Gainesville Women's Health Center and 
Birthplace, a midwifery service birthing center, in Gainesville, Florida, 
known today as the Birth Center. Byllye has combined activism and social 
responsibility to develop a national forum for the exploration of the health 
issues of Black women. She continues to gather, document and speak on 
Black women's health experiences in America, rallying support for Black 
women. Her work with Black women sparked a movement of women of 
color to become involved in defining and work on health issues important 

to their constituencies. Byllye has received numerous awards throughout her career, including the 
President's Citation of the American Public Health Association in 1995, the Ruth Bader Ginsberg Impact 
Award from the Chicago Foundation for Women in 2008, and the Audre Lorde Spirit of Fire Award from 
the Fenway Health Center in 2010. 

_________________________________________________________ 

Elsa Barkley Brown is Associate Professor of History and Women’s 

Studies and Affiliate Faculty in African-American Studies and American Studies 
at the University of Maryland. The recipient of the Anna Julia Cooper Award 
for Distinguished Scholarship in Black Women's Studies, Barkley Brown is the 
author of pivotal articles in African American, cultural, urban, and southern 
women's history. Her primary interests are in African-American political 
culture, with an emphasis on gender, which has taken her in exciting and 
varied directions from a focus on citizenship and rights to literal and 
conceptual maps of the daily lives and worldviews of African-Americans in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, to explorations of contemporary 

African-American women visual artists’ and filmmakers’ engagements with history. As an expert on the 
history of the African American community of Richmond, Virginia, she is the coeditor of Black Women in 
America: An Historical Encyclopedia and the dual-volume anthology Major Problems in African-American 
History.  

 



Sevonna Brown is the human rights project manager 

at Black Women’s Blueprint, whose written work has been 
published in Time, Rewire and Huffington Post. She is a 
reproductive justice advocate for women of color, as well as a 
full-spectrum doula and birth worker through Ancient Song 
Doula Services and the Doula Project. Sevonna dedicates her 
work to the survival strategies Black women build from rituals; 
sacred truths; and the ways they honor the intergenerational 
narratives of their bodies and reproductive “herstories.” As a 
survivor, she seeks to bridge the connections between 
reproductive justice and anti-sexual violence advocacy through 
her cultural work, human rights lens, and womanist frameworks. 
Her organizational affiliations include Spirit of a Woman 
Leadership Development Institute, Standing in Our Power, and 

Women of Color Transformative Leadership Institute. She is a Ms. Foundation Public Voices Fellow and 
most recently received the ELLA Fellowship through the Sadie Nash Leadership Programs where she will 
conduct a workshop series on reproductive justice for young women of color through grassroots 
organizing.  
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Bré  Anne Campbell is the Executive Director and Co-

Founder of the Trans Sistas of Color Project in Detroit, making her the 
head of the first organization led by transwoman of color. Her 
organization provides support for transwomen including a program 
with facilitates their name changes and reintroducing them to society 
via a debutante ball. She is a board member of Positive Women 
Network-USA, a 2015 Victory Fund Empowerment Fellow, a National 
Advisory Board member of Positively Trans and a member of the 2016 
Brown Boi LGBT Executive Director Training. She is featured in the 
“Greater Than AIDS EMPOWERED: Trans Women & HIV campaign.” 
She also serves as an Executive Producer of a forthcoming 
documentary exploring the narratives of transgender women of color 
in Detroit. 

 
 



 

Mercy Carpenter is a 19-year-old black and indigenous 

woman from Brooklyn, New York. Carpenter’s activism career started at 
the Children’s Theater Company, where she learned about word 
peacemakers and performed in plays with social justice themes. She is a 
trained peer educator for the Center for Anti-Violence Education, where 
she has trained in self-defense since 2002. Her past work in anti-violence 
education includes organizing a street harassment summit with the 
Coalition for Gender Equity in Schools, and assisting in launching an 
online LGBTQ youth self-defense tool kit. She continues to teach self-
defense classes all over New York City. Mercy served as a Fellow at Willie 

Mae Rock Camp for which she developed and taught an art and social justice curriculum to girls ages 8-
18. She has worked with the Brooklyn Foundation to gather information on the effects of rapid 
gentrification by leading discussions in local communities. Presently she is a member of an all-female, 
Afro-Brazilian drum troupe and a student at Antioch College, where she has organized action to support 
the community impacted by the water crisis in Flint, Michigan through donations and performance 
bringing awareness and support to the cause. 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Pearl Cleage is an Atlanta-based writer whose work has 

won commercial acceptance and critical praise in several genres. An 
award-winning playwright whose Flyin' West was the most 
produced new play in the country in 1994, Pearl is also a best-
selling author whose first novel, What Looks Like Crazy On An 
Ordinary Day, was an Oprah Book Club pick and spent nine weeks 
on the New York Times bestseller list. Her most recent novel, Baby 
Brother's Blues, was the first pick of the new ESSENCE Book Club 
and an NAACP Image Award winner for fiction in 2007. Pearl's work 
occupies a unique niche in contemporary African American fiction. 
Her characters are as complex and multi-faceted and ring true to 
those who eagerly await each novel. She balances challenging 
issues such as AIDS, domestic violence and urban blight, but the 
distinguishing features of her books are her optimism, her 
commitment to positive change and transformation, and her 
unwavering faith in the possibility and power of romantic love. 

 
 



Dr. Cheryl Clarke is poet, essayist, educator and a 

Black feminist community activist. She was born in Washington, 
D.C. and received her B.A. from Howard University and Ph.D. in 
English from Rutgers University, after which she became pivotal 
support for LGBTQ students as the founding Director of the 
Office of Diverse Community Affairs and Lesbian/Gay Concerns. 
She also taught courses on contemporary black women's writing, 
the black freedom movement, and queer black writers in the age 
of AIDS. She is the author of several books of poetry including 
Experimental Love (Firebrand Books, 1993), which was 
nominated for a 1994 Lambda Literary Award, Narratives: Poems 
in the Tradition of Black Women (1983), and her most recent 
work By My Precise Haircut (Word Works Book of Washington, 
2016) and her work has appeared in numerous anthologies. She 
also published After Mecca — Women Poets and the Black Arts 
Movement (Rutgers University Press, 2005), the first study of its 
kind that made more visible black women’s contributions to a 
field that traditionally only recognized black men. She has read 

her poetry and spoken at venues throughout the United States and served as member of the editorial 
collective for Conditions magazine.  

___________________________________________________ 
 

Angela Y. Davis is known internationally for her 

ongoing work to combat all forms of oppression in the U.S. 
and abroad. Over the years, she has been active as a student, 
teacher, writer, scholar, and activist/organizer. She is a living 
witness to the historical struggles of the contemporary era. 
Professor Davis came to national attention after being 
removed from her teaching position in the Philosophy 
Department at UCLA as a result of her social activism and her 
membership in the Communist Party, USA. In 1970, she was 
placed on the FBI's Ten Most Wanted List on false charges, 
and was the subject of an intense police search that drove 
her underground and culminated in one of the most famous 
trials in recent U.S. history. During her sixteen-month 
incarceration, a massive international "Free Angela Davis" 
campaign was organized, leading to her acquittal in 1972. She 
is a founding member of Critical Resistance, a national 
organization dedicated to the dismantling of the prison 
industrial complex. Internationally, she is affiliated with 

Sisters Inside, an abolitionist organization based in Queensland, Australia that works in solidarity with 
women in prison. Former President Ronald Reagan once vowed that Angela Davis would never again 
teach in the University of California system. Today she is Distinguished Professor Emerita in the History 
of Consciousness and Feminist Studies Departments at the University of California, Santa Cruz. In 1994, 
she received the distinguished honor of an appointment to the University of California Presidential Chair 
in African American and Feminist Studies. 



 

Michaela Angela Davis a writer and image 

activist, is the creator and owner of MAD FREE: Liberating 
Conversations About Image Beauty and Power, a multi-
platform conversation project with revolutionary women. 
She was fashion director at Essence and the magazine’s first 
and last executive fashion, beauty and culture editor; she 
was editor-in-chief of Honey magazine and fashion director 
for Vibe magazine. The NAACP of New York distinguished 
her with the Phenomenal Woman Award at their centennial 
celebration. The city of New York proclaimed her a 
“Trailblazer” and the Feminist Press honored her for her 
“empowerment” of women. These, among many other 
accolades, are a response to her relentless multiplatform 
efforts to expand the narrow narratives about beauty, 
image and power in media. her essays. Her writings are 

included in breakthrough anthologies like Everything But The Burden: What White People are Taking 
From Black Culture and Black Cool. Her work has appeared in many international publications and can be 
found on CNN.com, Jezebel.com, Ebony.com and HuffingtonPost.com. 

___________________________________________________ 
 

 

Dr. Fania Davis is a leading national voice on 

restorative justice, a quickly emerging field which is based 
on a desired set of principles and practices to mediate 
conflict, strengthen community and repair harm. She is a 
long-time social justice activist, Civil Rights trial attorney, 
restorative justice practitioner, writer, and scholar. Since 
receiving her Ph.D. in Indigenous Studies in 2003, Fania has 
been engaged in a search for healing alternatives to 
adversarial justice and has taught taught Restorative Justice 
at San Francisco's New College Law School and Indigenous 
Peacemaking at Eastern Mennonite University's Center for 
Justice and Peacebuilding. The search for a healing justice 
led Fania to bring restorative justice to Oakland. A founder 
and currently Director of Restorative Justice of Oakland 
Youth (RJOY), Fania served as counsel to the International 
Council of Thirteen Indigenous Grandmothers. Numerous 
honors include the Ubuntu award for service to humanity, 
the Dennis Maloney Award for excellence in Youth 
Restorative Justice, and World Trust's Healing Justice award.  

The Los Angeles Times recently named her a New Civil Rights Leader of the 21st Century. 
 
 
 



 

Brittney Cooper is an Assistant Professor of Women’s 

and Gender Studies and Africana Studies at Rutgers University 
where she teaches courses on Black feminist theory, Black 
intellectual thought, hip hop, gender and media. Cooper is Co-
Founder and Editor in Chief of The Crunk Feminist Collective, as 
well as a widely sought-after public speaker at universities 
throughout the country and an in-demand commentator for 
radio, podcasts, and television.  Her work and words have 
appeared at MSNBC, BET, NPR, PBS, the New York Times, the 
Los Angeles Times, TV Guide, New York Magazine, Salon.com, 
The Root.com, and Al Jazeera America, among many others. 
She is a regular contributor at Cosmpolitan.com. Cooper is 
author of two forthcoming books, Beyond Respectability: The 

Intellectual Thought of Race Women (University of Illinois Press 2017) and ELOQUENT RAGE  (St. 
Martin’s Press 2017) and co-editor of the recently released, The Crunk Feminist Collection (The Feminist 
Press 2017). 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

 

Kimberly Foster is founder and 

editor-in-chief of For Harriet, a multi-
platform digital community for Black 
women with millions of visitors a month. 
Founded in 2010, For Harriet is a leading 
voice for Black women’s journalism and 
storytelling.  The site has been featured in 
the New York Times, on Ebony.com, and 
was chosen as one of the 15 Must Share 
Websites of 2014 by News One. Kimberly 
has written for The Guardian, Newsweek, 
Quartz, and Fortune. She has appeared on 
Huffpost Live, NPR, MSNBC’s Shift, BET.com, 
and many local radio stations across the 

country commenting on culture and current events. In 2016, she was selected for Forbes' 30 under 30 in 
media list and has been recognized by Teen Vogue and Huffington Post.  She has been recognized for 
her work at Harvard University and regularly gives talks at universities across the country. She holds a 
degree in African American Studies from Harvard University.  
 
 
 

http://www.salon.com/writer/brittney_cooper/
http://www.cosmopolitan.com/author/13949/brittney-cooper/
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Respectability-Intellectual-Thought-American/dp/0252082486/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1482355041&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Respectability-Intellectual-Thought-American/dp/0252082486/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1482355041&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Crunk-Feminist-Collection-Brittney-Cooper/dp/1558619437/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1482354315&sr=1-1&keywords=crunk+feminist+collection


Demita Frazier, JD, is an unrepentant life-

long Black feminist, social justice activist, theorist, 
writer and teacher. As a founding member of the 
Combahee River Collective, she has worked on the 
issues of reproductive rights, domestic violence, the 
care and protection of endangered children, urban 
sustainability issues affecting food access in poor and 
working class communities, and a host of other 
important issues affecting communities of color. A 
1986 graduate of Northeastern University School of 
Law, Frazier brought a Black feminist perspective to 
her work on environmental justice issues while 
working for the Office of Regional Counsel, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, as the Region 1 
representative to the Federal Women’s Commission. 
While Executive Director of the Cambridge Human 
Rights Commission, she used her experience as a 
community organizer to engage with numerous 
community stakeholder groups and the Cambridge 
Police Department, among other city agencies, to 

foster dialog and transparency between the community and city government. A practicing unallied 
Buddhist, she is committed to practicing loving kindness as she walks through life. A passionate cook and 
gardener, she would feed the world if she could. 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Paula Giddings is a writer and an African-American 

historian. She is the author of When and Where I Enter: The Impact 
of Black Women on Race and Sex in America and In Search of 
Sisterhood. She is a professor of African-American Studies at Smith 
College and has previously taught at Spelman College, where she 
was a United Negro Fund Distinguished Scholar and Douglass 
College at Rutgers University where she held the Laurie Chair in 
Women's Studies. Giddings has also taught at Princeton University, 
North Carolina Central University and Duke University. She is a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta sorority.  
 

 
  



Trina Greene is a proud Black-feminist Mama-

activist of two. She founded Parenting for Liberation, a 
podcast for parents of Black children to envision a world 
where our children are free to be their most liberated 
selves. She is faculty for Move to End Violence, an 
organization which supports leaders in the US 
government to end violence against girls and women 
and build the capacity to realize this change, Trina 
engages leaders within the violence against women's 
movement to build an inclusive gender and racial justice 
movement by fostering deep, authentic relationships in 
the beloved community. Formerly a Manager at Peace 
Over Violence, a social service agency dedicated to the 
elimination of sexual and domestic violence and all 
forms of interpersonal violence, Trina co-authored a 
female empowerment curriculum, “Be Strong: From The 
Inside Out” and contributed to the second revision of In 
Touch With Teens, a nationally recognized relationship 

violence prevention curriculum. Joining the Resonance Network, Trina leads, catalyzes and cultivates 
cross-movement partnerships and collaborations that are proactive and leverage emergent 
opportunities.  
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

 

Alexis Pauline Gumbs is a queer black 

troublemaker, a black feminist love evangelist and a 
prayer poet priestess, Alexis Pauline Gumbs has a PhD in 
English, African and African-American Studies, and 
Women and Gender Studies from Duke University. She 
was the first scholar to research the Audre Lorde Papers 
at Spelman College, the June Jordan Papers at Harvard 
University, and the Lucille Clifton Papers at Emory 
University during her dissertation research. Alexis has 
published widely on Black Feminist literary practice and 
Caribbean Women’s Literature. Her scholarly work is 
published many journals including Obsidian, Meridians, 
Symbiosis, Feminist Studies. Her black feminist theory is 
also featured in several edited volumes including 
innovative works such as The Black Imagination, 

Mothering and Hip Hop Culture, The Business of Black Power. Alexis is a Lucille Clifton Poetry Prize 
Honoree and was featured in Best American Experimental Writing in 2015. Alexis was named one of 
UTNE Reader’s 50 Visionaries Transforming the World in 2009, was a Reproductive Health Heroine and a 
Black Women Rising Finalist in 2010. In addition, Alexis and her mother Pauline McKenzie-Day created 
the Dynamic Duo Doula Team as an intergenerational healing project that supports people giving birth 
with holistic support. 



 
 

 

Beverly Guy-Sheftall is a Black feminist scholar, 

writer and editor, and currently is the Anna Julia Cooper 
Professor of Women’s Studies and English at Spelman College, 
in Atlanta, Georgia. She entered Spelman as a student at the 
age of 16, where she studied English and secondary 
education. After receiving her Masters in English from Atlanta 
University and teaching briefly at Alabama State University, 
she returned to Spelman in 1971. She is the founding director 
of the Spelman College Women's Research and Resource 
Center, the first at a Historically Black College or University. 

She is the legendary scholar to which we owe the title of our conference, Words of Fire, originally the 
title of the first anthology dedicated to Black Feminism released in 1995. She has written several books 
tackling gender-based issues and received the Candace award for Education from the National Coalition 
of 100 Black Women in 1989. 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Elle Hearns is a black, trans, freedom fighter who hails 

from Columbus, Ohio. In 2014, after the murders of Cemia 
Dove, Brittney Nicole Kidd-Stergis,Tiffany Edwards, and Betty 
Skinner, Elle turned pain into action by organizing black trans 
women from Ohio to have safe spaces to build and collaborate 
on ways to better their lives. Elle is the Central Region 
Coordinator for GetEQUAL for which she was appointed in 
early 2015. Through her work with GetEQUAL, Elle has been 
committed to making sure that marginalized voices, especially 
those of black trans women, are centered and reflected in the 
organization's efforts towards full federal and social equality. 
Elle is a strategic partner of #BlackLivesMatter and works 

collaboratively with the #BlackLivesMatter team. Elle’s commitment to black lives goes deeper than 
conversation -- it goes to sustainable action that will assist in the dismantling of systems that support 
systemic, structural, and physical violence. 
 
 



Anita Faye Hill is an American attorney, a University 

Professor of Social Policy, Law, and Women's Studies at Brandeis 
University and a faculty member of Brandeis' Heller School for Social 
Policy and Management. She became a national figure in 1991 when 
she testified against U.S. Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas, 
her boss at the U.S. Department of Education and the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, for sexual harassment, which 
became the subject of the film Confirmation (2014). She is the author 
of two books: Speaking Truth to Power, which details her life before, 
during, and after the Supreme Court confirmation hearings, and 
Reimagining Equality: Stories of Gender, Race, and Finding Home, an 
exploration of what home means in America following the mortgage 
crisis of 2008. Anita is currently working on a project that aims to 
increase awareness of how Title IX can improve the experiences for all 
girls and women—especially girls and women of color. She will also 

propose new strategies and plans for increasing parity and inclusion in education. 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Patricia Hill Collins is an active American 

sociologist known for her research and theory that sits at the 
intersection of race, gender, class, sexuality, and nationality. 
She served in 2009 as the 100th president of the American 
Sociological Association (ASA)—the first African American 
woman elected to this position. Collins is the recipient of 
numerous prestigious awards, including the Jessie Bernard 
Award, given by the ASA for her first and groundbreaking 
book, published in 1990, Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, 
Consciousness, and the Power of Empowerment; the C. Wright 
Mills Award given by the Society for the Study of Social 
Problems, also for her first book; and, was lauded with the 
Distinguished Publication Award of the ASA in 2007 for 
another widely read and taught, theoretically innovative 
book, Black Sexual Politics: African Americans, Gender, and 

the New Racism. Currently Distinguished University Professor in Sociology at University of Maryland and 
Charles Phelps Taft Emeritus Professor of Sociology in the Department of African American Studies at 
the University of Cincinnati, Collins has had a prolific career as a sociologist, and is the author of several 
books and numerous journal articles. 
 
 
 



Akasha Hull, Ph.D. is a writer, lecturer, 

academic activist and emerita professor 
(University of California, Santa Cruz), whose work 
focuses on the literary and social representation 
of U.S. women. Her writing has been critical in 
evoking the diversity of Black women’s 
experiences. Her book All the Women Are White, 
All the Blacks Are Men, But Some of Us Are Brave, 
co-edited with Patricia Bell Scott and Barbara 
Smith and originally published in 1982, helped 
launch Black Women’s Studies. Renown poet-
playwright-novelist Ntozake Shange has called 
Hull’s volume of poems, Healing Heart (1989), 
“the voice of a free, fiercesome, sensual and vivid 
woman of color.” Soul Talk (2001) explores how 
non-traditional spirituality was a crucial 
ingredient in the explosion of black women’s 
literature during the 1980s and 90s as it 
incorporates interviews with such notables as 
Alice Walker, Sonia Sanchez and Lucille Clifton. 
Her latest publication is Neicy: A Novel (2012), 
which is currently being adapted into a 

screenplay. Dr. Hull was born in Shreveport, Louisiana and is the mother of one grown son. She loves 
live theater, great food, and travel. 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Jamilah Lemieux is the Vice 

President of News and Men’s Programming 
for Interactive One, where she spearheads the 
editorial re-development of NewsOne.com. 
She is a renowned cultural critic focusing on 
race, gender and sexuality and was Senior 
Editor at EBONY magazine, prior to joining 
iOne. A leading millennial thinker, Jamilah has 
appeared and given interviews on numerous 
high-profile platforms including CNN, NPR, the 
BBC and the CBC, among many others, and 
has participated in panels and delivered 
keynotes at Columbia, Vassar, among other 
universities, as well as at the 50th anniversary 

of the assassination of Malcolm X. In 2014, Lemieux was named to The Root’s list, “100 Most Influential 
African Americans”, as well as Fortune's list of the most influential women on Twitter. She received the 
Maggie Award for Excellence in Commentary from Planned Parenthood and the Ivy Award for Social 
Engagement from the Delta Rho Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 



Dr. Tamura Lomax is an educator, writer 

and believer in social justice. She received her Ph.D. 
from Vanderbilt University where she specialized in 
Black Religion and Black Diaspora Studies. She is 
specifically interested in the ways that linguistic and 
representational technologies of power construct and 
institutionalize ideas of race and gender and how these 
ideas not only establish notions of innate difference, 
but ultimately affect black women and girls in their 
everyday lives, sometimes igniting epistemic and/or 
material violence. Her scholarship interrogates these 
intersections by placing special emphasis on North 
American Slavery, social movements of the 1960s, and 
contemporary social movements, religion and popular 
culture. In 2014, she published Womanist and Black 
Feminist Responses to Tyler Perry’s Cultural Productions 
(Palgrave Macmillan), a co-authored and edited volume 
with Rhon S. Manigault-Bryant and Carol B. Duncan, 

and is presently finishing up her first single authored monograph, Jezebel Unhinged: Loosing the Black 
Female Body in Black Religion and Black Popular Culture (Duke University Press). She is the co-founder of 
The Feminist Wire, and curator of #BlackSkinWhiteSin and “Black Bodies in Ecstasy: Black Women, the 
Black Church, and the Politics of Pleasure.”  

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is a noted labor 

economist, noted author and colorful commentator. 
Described by Cornel West as “the most iconoclastic public 
intellectual in the country”, her contributions to the public 
dialogue on the issues of race, culture, gender and their 
economic impacts are shaping public opinion in 21st 
Century America. A native San Franciscan, she is the 
Founder and President of Economic Education, a 501-c 3 
organization focused on personal finance and economic 
policy education. Dr. Malveaux’s writing has appeared in 
USA Today, Black Issues in Higher Education, Essence 
magazine and many others. Her latest book is “Are We 
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public Policy” was published 
February 2016. 
 
 

 



Darci E. McConnell is President and CEO of McConnell 

Communications, Inc. in Detroit, has 26 years of experience in 
communications strategy, crisis management, media relations, 
marketing, advertising and political consulting. Darci learned from her 
grandfather, the late Leonard R. McConnell who was the first African-
American on the state’s parole board, that if you succeed, you have an 
obligation to give back. She has done so through her firm’s pro bono 
work for dozens of non-profit organizations; as former president of 
the Detroit Chapter of the National Association of Black Journalists; as 
a former board member of the Detroit City Chess Club, Yes 
Foundation, Grosse Pointe NAACP, among others; as founder of an 
adult literacy program and through personally mentoring dozens of 
youths, through Big Brother/Big Sister and Women of Tomorrow. She 
currently serves as the vice president of the African-American 490 
Challenge of Enough SAID, a campaign to fund rape kit processing in 
Detroit that has raised over $420,000 since its launch in October, 2015. 

She has been recognized as a Woman of Excellence by Real Times Media and was honored in 2015 as 
Media Professional of the Year by the National Association of Black Journalists. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

Monique W. Morris, 

Ed.D., founder and president of the 
National Black Women’s Justice 
Institute (NBWJI), is the author of three 
books, including the widely-acclaimed 
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black 
Girls in Schools (The New Press, 2016). 
She collaborated with Kemba Smith on 
her bestselling book, Poster Child: The 
Kemba Smith Story, and has 
contributed to several public reports 
and scholarly publications. Her work 
has been profiled by MSNBC, CSPAN2, 
The Washington Post, The New York 
Times, Essence Magazine, NPR, and 
PBS, among several other media 
outlets. She speaks regularly and 
provides technical assistance on 
reducing racial and gender disparities 
in the justice system. Dr. Morris is also 
an adjunct associate professor at Saint 

Mary’s College of California, an appointed member of the OJJDP National Girls Initiative Expert Panel 
and the California Department of Education’s Juvenile Court Student Transition Workgroup, and a 
member of the California Board of State and Community Corrections’ Committee on Reducing Racial and 
Ethnic Disparity.  



 

 
Margo Okazawa-Rey is the Elihu Root Visiting 

Professor in Women’s and Gender Studies at Hamilton College 
and Professor Emerita at San Francisco State University. Her 
primary areas of research and activism for the past 20 years have 
been militarism, armed conflict, and violence against women, 
examined intersectionally. She has been engaging with feminist 
activists and scholars in East Asia, English-speaking West Africa, 
and Palestine. 
Her publications include A “Nation-ized” Intersectional Analysis: 
The Politics of Possibility for Student Life (in press); “Critical Ethnic 
Studies and Gender Studies: Education for Justice, 
Transformation, and Progressive Social Change”, in The Race 

Controversy in American Education (2015); Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives (2013) with Gwyn 
Kirk; “Militarism, Conflict and Women's Activism in the Global Era: Challenges and Prospects for Women 
in Three West African Contexts” (2011) with Amina Mama; and Activist Scholarship: Anti-racism, 
Feminism, and Social Change (2009) with Julia Sudbury (Chinyere Oparah). 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Dr. Beth Richie is Professor of African American Studies and 
Criminology, Law, and Justice at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
(UIC). Her scholarly and activist work focuses on the experiences of 
African American battered women and sexual assault survivors, and 
emphasizes how race/ethnicity and social position affect women's 
experience of violence and incarceration. Her book, Compelled to 
Crime: the Gender Entrapment of Black Battered Women, is taught 
in many college courses and is cited in the popular press for its 
original arguments concerning race, gender and crime. Her 
forthcoming book, Black Women, Male Violence and the Build-up of 
a Prison Nation, chronicles the evolution of the contemporary anti-
violence movement during a period of mass incarceration in the 
United States. Among others, she has been awarded the Audre 
Lorde Legacy Award from the Union Institute, the Advocacy Award 
from the US Department of Health and Human Services, and the 
Visionary Award from the Violence Intervention Project. Dr. Richie is 
a board member of the Woods Fund of Chicago, the Institute on 

Domestic Violence in the African Community, and the Center for Fathers’ Families and Public Policy, and 
she is a founding member of INCITE!: Women of Color Against Violence. 
 
 



 

Loretta J. Ross is a nationally recognized trainer 

on using the transformative power of Reproductive Justice 
to build a Human Rights movement that includes everyone.  
She is an expert on women’s issues, hate groups, racism 
and intolerance, human rights, and violence against 
women. Her work focuses on the intersectionality of social 
justice issues and how this affects social change and service 
delivery in all movements. She was a co-founder and the 
National Coordinator of the SisterSong Women of Color 
Reproductive Justice Collective from 2005-2012, a network 
founded in 1997 of women of color and allied 
organizations that organize women of color in the 
reproductive justice movement. Loretta Ross is one of the 
creators of the term "Reproductive Justice" coined by 
African American women in 1994, following the 
International Conference on Population and Development 
in Cairo, Egypt. Ross has appeared on CNN, BET, "Good 
Morning America," and "The Charlie Rose Show, among 

others. She is a member of the Women's Media Center's Progressive Women's Voices. Her numerous 
awards include the Building Movements Award from the United States Social Forum in 2007, the 
Revolutionary Award from Women Helping Women in 2011, and the Foundation for Black Women's 
Wellness Legacy Award in 2015. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

Ruby Sales is the founder and director of the Spirit 

House Project. She is a highly-trained, experienced, and deeply-
committed social activist, scholar, administrator, manager, 
public theologian, and educator in the areas of Civil, Gender, 
and other Human Rights. She is an excellent public speaker, 
with a proven track record in conflict resolution and consensus 
building. Ms. Sales has preached around the country on race, 
class, gender, and reconciliation, and she has done ground-
breaking work on community and non-violence formation. Sales 
has organized various initiatives supporting communities over 
the years including a social-justice writing workshop for 25 
African-American women (between the ages of 18 and 28) to 
give voice to issues that confront their generation; working as a 
member of the Amnesty International steering committee to 
organize an event that focused on the human rights abuses that 

women face around the globe; and organizing community roundtables and meals with pluralistic 
communities to discuss militarism, racism, globalization, Christianity as a call to justice and the US 
culture and legacy of non-violence She is one of 50 African Americans spotlighted in the new 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. 



Aishah Shahidah Simmons is an 

award-winning Black feminist lesbian documentary 
filmmaker, activist, cultural worker, writer and 
international lecturer. An incest and rape survivor, 
she created the Ford Foundation-funded, 
internationally acclaimed and award-winning 
feature length film NO! The Rape Documentary. 
Alice Walker, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 
The Color Purple, says, “If the Black community in 
the Americas and in the world would save itself, it 
must complete the work that [NO!] begins.” As a 
2016-2018 Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s School of Social Policy & Practice, 
Aishah will continue to develop her 
#LoveWITHAccountability multimedia project under 
the auspices of her Just Beginnings Collaborative 
Fellowship. This work includes a curating and 
editing a 10-day #LoveWITHAccountability online 
forum, on The Feminist Wire, of writings by over 
twenty-five diasporic Black cisgender women, 
gender queer/gender non-conforming people, trans 
men and cisgender men survivors and advocates 
writing about child sexual abuse, healing, justice, 
and love with accountability. 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Barbara Smith has been a black feminist, lesbian, 

activist, author, and book publisher of women of color in the 
1970s. She co-founded the Combahee River Collective in Boston, 
Massachusetts in 1974, which was best known for its Combahee 
River Collective Statement (1977), which she co-authored with 
her twin, Beverly, and with Demita Frazier.  This document is one 
of the earliest explorations of intersecting oppressions, including 
racism and heterosexism, critiquing both sexual oppression in 
the black community and racism within the wider feminist 
movement.  For the first time, black women openly and 

unapologetically communicated their sexual orientations in the midst of their social justice work. After 
the collective disbanded, Smith and her colleagues founded Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press in 
1980, the first U.S. publisher of books for women of color.  One of the books edited by Smith, Home 
Girls: A Black Feminist Anthology (1983), broke new literary ground by integrating black lesbian voices 
with those of other black women.  She entered politics and was eventually elected to the Albany, New 
York Common Council in 2005, where she focused on community efforts to prevent youth violence. 
Among other honors, Smith received the Stonewall Award for Service to the Lesbian and Gay 
Community (1994). She was also nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2005. 



Recy Taylor is the woman who was brave enough 

to stand up and defend herself against 6 criminals who 
raped her in September 1944 in Abbeville, AL. The men 
admitted to the crime but the grand jury refused to indict 
them despite their confessions. Both black and white 
people were horrified at the cruelty and injustice of the 
ruling and Rosa Parks, already an activist, formed the 
Committee for Equal Justice which pressed the NAACP to 
help. After the NAACP successfully convinced Governor 
Chauncey Sparks to convene a special grand jury, the 
latter still would not indict the men for their crime. Strong 
dissent ensued as a result of this case and led to the 
mobilization of activists throughout the country. This 
event was a predecessor to the beginning of the civil 
rights movement.  

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 

Dr. Bonnie Thornton Dill is Dean of the 

College of Arts and Humanities and professor of Women’s 
Studies. A pioneering scholar studying the intersections of 
race, class and gender in the U.S. with an emphasis on 
African American women, work and families, Thornton 
Dill’s scholarship has been reprinted in numerous 
collections and edited volumes. Her recent publications 
include an edited collection of essays on intersectionality 
with Ruth Zambrana entitled Emerging Intersections: Race, 
Class, and Gender in Theory, Policy, and Practice (Rutgers 
University Press, 2009), and numerous articles. Professor 
Thornton Dill has won a number of prestigious awards 
including two awards for mentoring; the Jessie Bernard 
Award and the Distinguished Contributions to Teaching 

Award both given by the American Sociological Association; the Eastern Sociological Society’s Robin 
Williams Jr. Distinguished Lectureship; and in 2009-2010, was appointed Stanley Kelley, Jr. Visiting 
Professor for Distinguished Teaching in the Department of Sociology at Princeton University. 
 
 
 
  



Kim Trent is a Policy Associate for Michigan Future, 

Inc., where she contributes research, policy analysis, and 
writing to MFI projects. Kim is especially interested in 
education policy and race, class and gender issues. A 
former print journalist, Kim has served as a top aide to 
several prominent elected officials. Most recently, she was 
Director of Governor Jennifer Granholm’s southeast 
Michigan office, a cabinet-level position in state 
government.  She earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Wayne State University, and was elected to an eight-
year term on the Wayne State University Board of 
Governors in 2012. She has completed fellowships with 
the American Political Science Association in Washington 
and the Michigan Political Leadership Program at 
Michigan State University. She is also a graduate of 
Leadership Detroit and serves on the boards of several 
prominent organizations. She lives in Detroit with her 
husband and son. 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

Michele Wallace is a 

feminist scholar, writer and educator, 
was born on January 4, 1952 in New 
York City to Robert Earl Wallace, a 
musician, and Faith Ringgold, a well-
known artist and author. In 1978, at 
age 26, she published her first book, 
Black Macho and the Myth of the 
Superwoman, setting off a maelstrom 
of controversy in the black community 
and beyond.  In 1990, Wallace 
published Invisibility Blues: From Pop to 
Theory.  That same year Black Macho 
was re-released with a 20-page 
introduction by the author titled, “How 
I Saw It Then, How I See It Now,” 

detailing her views regarding the controversy. She founded Women Student Artists for Black Liberation, 
was a founding member of the National Black Feminist Organization, was a member of Art Without 
Walls, and helped organize the Sojourner Truth Festival of the Arts. From 1974 to 1975, Wallace was 
book review researcher at Newsweek magazine in New York City. In 1976, she became an instructor in 
journalism at New York University (NYU) and later became an assistant professor of English. Since 1995, 



Wallace has been a professor of English and Women’s Studies at City College of New York.  
 

Wagatwe Wanjuki is a feminist activist, 

writer, speaker, and digital strategist, best known 
for her work as a national campus anti-violence 
advocate. She's a founder of the anti-rape 
organization Survivors Eradicating Rape Culture 
and is a founding co-organizer of Know Your IX’s ED 
ACT NOW campaign. Her writing and work has 
been featured in outlets including MSNBC, The 
Establishment, ESSENCE magazine, and The New 
York Times. Wanjuki has received several awards 
recognizing her excellent work, namely the Maggie 
Award for Media Excellence from Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America in 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
  

 

Jamia Wilson is an activist, feminist, storyteller 

and mediamaker. As Executive Director of Women, 
Action, & the Media, the former YTH Executive Director, 
TED Prize Storyteller, and former Vice President of 
Programs at The Women’s Media Center, Jamia has 
been a powerful force in the social justice movement for 
nearly a decade. As a leading voice on feminist and 
women’s rights issues, her work and words have 
appeared in and on several outlets such as New York 
Magazine, The Today Show, and The Washington Post. 
She’s also a staff writer for Rookie and has contributed 
to several books such as Madonna and Me: Women 
Writers on the Queen of Pop, and I Still Believe Anita 
Hill. But what we’re most excited about is her own book 
that she’s currently writing about Beyonce and 
feminism. (Yes, really.) It’s no surprise she was named in 
Refinery29’s “17 Faces of the Future of Feminism.” She 

has spoken at events such as TED Women, Netroots Nation, and Facing Race, and travels across the U.S. 
and beyond to college campuses to talk about race, feminism, spirituality, leadership and more. 
 



Kym L. Worthy is a Wayne County Prosecutor and 

received her law degree from the University of Notre Dame 
School of Law.  In 1984, she began her legal career at the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office, and in 1989, she became the first 
African-American selected by the office as a Special Assignment 
Prosecutor. In 2008, Worthy charged and successfully 
prosecuted ex-mayor of Detroit Kwame M. Kilpatrick and his 
former Chief of Staff Christine Beatty.  The case garnered 
national and international press coverage. She has been widely 
acknowledged for her courage and integrity in charging a case 
that could have negatively impacted her political career.  As a 
result of this case Worthy has received the following awards and 
honors including the Detroit Free Press Renaissance Hero in 
2008, Crain’s Most Powerful Attorneys in 2008 and the Michigan 

Chronicle Women of Excellence Award in 2009. Worthy conceived and implemented a "Change the 
Culture," initiative that focuses on educational training and community policing in an effort to reduce 
gun violence. The first public forum in January, 2004, drew over 3,000 citizens, church and civic leaders. 
Currently Worthy is joined in her initiative by Governor Jennifer Granholm, the United States Attorney, 
the Wayne County Executive, the Wayne County Sheriff, the Michigan State Police, the Detroit Police 
Department and the Detroit Public Schools. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Teresa C. Younger has served as President and 

CEO of the Ms. Foundation for Women, the oldest women’s 
foundation in the United States, since 2014. Under Teresa’s 
leadership, the Foundation launched #MyFeminismIs, a 
multimedia campaign sparking a national conversation on 
feminism; funded a groundbreaking report on the sexual 
abuse to prison pipeline; joined leading women’s 
foundations at the White House to announce a $100 million 
funding commitment to create pathways to economic 
opportunity for low-income women and girls; and led a 
campaign to hold the NFL accountable for violence against 
women. A noted speaker, advocate, and activist, Teresa has 
been on the frontlines of some of the most important battles 
for women’s health, safety and economic justice. She was 
honored by Planned Parenthood Federation of America as a 
Dream Keeper, given Liberty Bank’s Willard M. McRae 
Community Diversity Award, and named one of the “50 Most 

Powerful Women in Philanthropy” by Inside Philanthropy. A graduate of the University of North Dakota, 
Teresa currently serves on the boards of the ERA Coalition, the Women’s Campaign School at Yale 
University, Grantmakers for Girls of Color, Essie Justice Project, and the Funders Network on Population, 
Reproductive Health and Rights. 


