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Words of Fire 
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#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

5:00 – 6:00 P.M. Altar-Building Ritual 
Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center Auditorium 

5:00 - 7:00 P.M. Pre-Conference Registration 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center Lobby 

7:00 - 7:30 P.M. Volunteer Orientation 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center Room 206 

6:00 – 7:00 P.M. Feature Poetry Performance: “A Brewing Storm of Smallgirls Coming. 
By Vangile Gantsho 

Coming from very different bodies and backgrounds, we have forged a common political 

understanding that is aware of the politics of our differences and similarities, particularly regarding 

learned sexual behaviour. This interactive poetry reading explores the umbilical cord that silences 

brown non-binary womxn, both as a form of resistance and as a form of survival. It raises 

questions around silence and unlearning. How have we learned to be silent? Who does our 

silence serve? When is silence powerful and liberatory, and when are brown womxn violently 

silenced through others’ words or bodies? Most importantly, through audience participation, this 

reading asks: how can we heal ourselves? 

 
Friday 

 April 28, 
2017 

Add a little bit of body text



RSVP

Meet The Fire We Honor

Saturday Night 
April 29. 2017 

6:30 - 10:30 PM 
The Floyd Room 

20th Floor 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive 

Atlanta,  GA 30334

If you have not yet RSVP'd, get your tickets at the BWB Membership table.  
 FEATURING: Michaela Angela Davis. Atlanta Music Project, Kita P & Eboni 

Open Bar and Reception | City Views | Dancing Until 11 PM | $90 



#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

Saturday 
 April 29, 

2017

8:00 A.M.- 3:00 P.M.     
Registration 

 

9:30 - 9:45 A.M.     
The Opening 
The Healing Drum Collective 
Sevonna Brown, Birth Doula, The Black Women's Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission 
____________________________________________

Opening Keynote 
Gender Justice in the Trump Era: Black Feminists, Womanists and Civil Rights Women 
Respond to The State of The Nation 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center Lobby

Dr. Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Chair, Women’s Research & Resource Center at Spelman College, Author, 

Words of Fire: An Anthology of African-American Feminist Thought 

Farah Tanis, Co-Founder, Black Women’s Blueprint, Chair, The Black Women's Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission on Sexual Assault (2010-2016)  

Location: Sisters Chapel

Location: Sisters Chapel

Michele Wallace, Founder, National Black Feminist Organization 

Byllye Avery, Founder, National Black Women's Health Project 

Aishah Shahidah Simmons, Founder, #LoveWITHAccountability, Creator, NO! The Rape 

Documentary 

Barbara Smith, Co-founder, Combahee River Collective 

Ericka Dixon, Truth Commission and Policy Programs Coordinator, Black Women's Blueprint 

Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Chair, Women’s Research and Resource Center at Spelman College, Author, 

Words of Fire: An Anthology of African-American Feminist Thought 

Farah Tanis, Co-founder, Black Women’s Blueprint, and Chair, Black Women's Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission on Sexual Assault (2016) 

Loretta Ross, Chair and Facilitator, Co-founder and National Coordinator of the SisterSong Women 

of Color Reproductive Justice Collective 2005-2012 

9:45 AM     
Opening Dialogue: From the National Black Feminist Organization to the Combahee 
River Collective; From Words of Fire after a Black Women’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission 
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Saturday, 
April 29, 

2017

SPECIAL ALL-DAY FEATURE | WELLSTONE ACTION 
11:15 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

 
HBCU Women, Community Organizing, Advocacy and 
Electoral Politics.  WELLSTONE ACTION: Community 

Organizing, Policy Advocacy and Electoral Politics on HBCUs 
(restricted to pre-registered participants) 

   
_____________________________ 

Location: Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL32

Issachar Curbeon and Elizabeth Byne 

Black girl’s games as a means of social innovation and political resistance 

Carrie Morris 

Black Barbie Dolls: The Racialization of Popular Culture Aesthetic Figures

Cinnamon Williams 

Beyond Pregnancy/STI Prevention: Making Space for Bad Black Girls in Sex Ed 

Patricia Lesesne 

Shielding Black Girls' and Women's Bodies and Spirits in Public Schools 

Lavon Morris, Panel Chair 

The Little Girl: Healing from Childhood Sexual Trauma 
Location: Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL32

Location: Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL32

DIALOGUES AND MULTILOGUES 
11:15 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.   
Black Girlhood in the Trump Era 

11:15 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.   
Black Feminist Struggles for Resistance and Black Feminist Geographies of the 
African Diaspora 
Al-Yasha Illhaam Williams 

Bodily Integrity, Human Rights and Cultural Frameworks 

Junetta Jamerson 

Ain't No One Comin': Ingenuity and Self-Preservation in Rural Black Communities 

M. Bahati Kuumba 

Mapping the Transnational in African Women’s Activism: Uncharted Terrains of Struggle 

Judite Blanc, Panel Chair 

From the Myth of Black Intellectual Inferiority to Slut-Shaming of Black Women in the 

Academia/Why Haitian Women are not allowed to be Scholars? 



Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
11:15 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.     
TEACH-INS 

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

Warrior Goddess: Transforming your Trauma into Triumph 

Presenters: Faith Bynoe and Toni Lewis 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 103 

Black women are under constant assault. We move through the world while navigating things like 

microaggressions, state-sanctioned marginalization of our family, system and environmental injustices, 

PTSD from the murders of people who look like us or those we love. Every attack we face wears on our 

minds, bodies, and spirits. We will create and hold safe space for participants to: 1) understand the 

impact of daily trauma on each participant; 2) use a fusion of dance, sensual movement, music, and 

meditation to explore emotions such as anger, grief, lust, and confidence in our bodies; and 3) reflect 

on what the self needs and leave with an actionable self-care toolkit - all of which draws from the 

tools that exist within and the generations of Black Women’s resilience, beauty, and power. Please 

note session attire should be anything you can comfortably move in. After we get moving, we will 

spend time reflecting and activities to ground and build tools for resilience and power. 

Achieving Reproductive Justice through a Movement to End Violence Against Women 

Presenters: SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive Justice Collective 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 329 

Black women’s bodies, wombs, sexuality, expertise and labor are constantly being controlled and 

exploited. Whether by the media, the music industry, elected officials or by fundamentalist pro-lifers 

accusing Black women of genocide for deciding to have an abortion, the physical and emotional 

violence inflicted upon Black women is a blatant attempt to suppress and ultimately dismantle our 

power. There is urgency for a collective response from Black women to these racist and sexist attacks. 

By sharing our personal stories, and looking at historic and current examples of ways that Black 

women have successfully combated oppressive forces, participants will work to move our anger and 

frustration towards strategic action to demand our human right to live self-determined lives and to 

hold those bound by an internalized, patriarchal white supremacist mindset accountable. 

Engaging Faith-Based Communities of Color in Sexual Violence Intervention 

Presenter: Dr. Tyffani Dent, The Sisters of Tamar Support Circle Project 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 206 

The Black Church is often seen as a refuge and the first place Black people go when experiencing 

stressors or crises. However, the Black Church often lacks the resources/knowledge to effectively 

intervene in addressing the needs of women sexual abuse survivors. The Sisters of Tamar Support 

Circle curriculum guide was developed by Dr. Dent to address this. This session will explore the 

integration of mental health, support groups, and faith in meeting the needs of Black women sexual 

abuse survivors.
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Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
11:15 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.     
TEACH-INS 
A Seat in the Waiting Room: Exploring How to Advocate for Your Sexual and Reproductive 

Health as a Same Gender-Loving Woman 

Presenters: Krissy Leahy and La Ricca Young 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 104 

What gets in the way of practicing safer sex as a woman who loves women? Is it the idea that 

lesbians are immune to all STDs? Is it that doctors always question why you want STD tests when you 

don’t have “real sex”? How do the messages we receive from the medical world and from community 

impact our mental health, our connection to our body and create isolation from our bodies, ourselves 

and our partners? As women who love women, especially Black Queer women, we should be able to 

experience pleasure and safety in all realms of our sexuality, including when it comes to accessing 

medical health services. Learn the tools you need to advocate and get the sexual and reproductive 

health services you deserve, while also learning what safer, pleasurable sex really looks like for women 

who love women. 

How to Create Civic Engagement Campaigns Using an Intersectional Gender Lens 

Presenters: Malika Redmond and Carlandra Williams, Women Engaged 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 214 

The WE Vote. WE Rise!  program of Women Engaged has for the last three years led successful C3 

civic engagement campaigns based on the reproductive justice and community issues most important 

to the people touched by the program. This interactive workshop will show participants how they can 

use an integrated voter engagement model as a tool to build power on the key women and gender 

justice issues that matter to their communities. This hands-on workshop will train participants on how 

to use the Voter Action Network Database, or VAN, to get and track data for campaign efforts, and 

tackle why to use this approach in their organizing efforts. Participants will receive an introduction to 

integrated voter engagement using an intersectional gender lens and have a chance to engage with 

demos to apply the concepts discussed. 

Our Bodies as Burial Grounds: Black Fat Bodies & Consent 

Presenter: Ashleigh Shackleford 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 224 

Within the media and our society, consent and bodily autonomy are denied to Black fat bodies. Our

bodies are always in a state of survival but never offered space to heal or find safety. This interactive 

media workshop will provide an understanding of how anti-black fatphobia operates within society 

and popular culture. Media informs our understandings of fatness and blackness through violent 

dichotomies of inspiration versus dissuasion, labor versus space-taking, etc. This workshop and 

presentation will build participants’ skills in reading media around black fat bodies, challenging anti- 

black fatphobia, and analyzing the politics of consent around our bodies. 



Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
11:15 A.M.-12:15 P.M. 
Teach-Ins 

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

A Legacy of Change: The Truth of Queer Identity at Spelman College 

Presenter: Taryn Lee Crenshaw 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL28 

Using cartography as a means for purpose and structure, former campus leaders facilitate a visual 

mapping of queer organizing from past to present. What would a visual map of our history look like? 

In what ways can the map also draw necessary lines of connection amongst our intersectionalities of 

Black, queer, gender-bending identities? Workshop roundtable discussions speak to the ways in which 

the cis and heteronormative standard of Spelman “sisterhood” has been challenged through decades 

of queer organizing on campus. Highlighting the legacy of queer activism on Spelman’s campus, this 

90-minute think-tank emphasizes the importance of preserving organizational history. 

Narrative Power and Fannie Lou Hamer 

Presenter: Tameka Bell

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 219 

This skill-based public narrative workshop centers around the story of voting rights activist Fannie Lou 

Hamer. Ms. Hamer was sterilized without her knowledge or consent as part of a state-sanctioned 

effort to control the Black population. She decided to speak her truth and in just two years, she had 

gained so much influence that President Johnson tried to prevent her from speaking at the 

Democratic National Convention. Ms. Hamer teaches us that when we learn to tell our own stories, 

we are actively resisting the hegemonic narratives that surround us. She shows us that our stories hold 

the power to heal, teach, agitate, motivate and inspire others to take action. 

Black Feminists Call In the Calling Out Culture 

Presenter: Loretta Ross 

Sister’s Chapel 

Calling In the Calling Out Culture: Human rights activists need to learn the skills of calling each other

in to celebrate our differences instead of calling each other out because of them. This workshop will 

discuss how Black women lead in helping everyone learn about actual strategies for movement 

building, rather than practices based on ego and anger, not love and respect. 

Break Through Silence with My CARE Initiative 

Presenter: Kenisha Coy 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 217 

This presentation will take viewers through a range of experiences from the pharisaical religiosity of 

protecting the abuser, discovering God in her own terms which led to the reawakening of self and 

healing through arts and masturbation. The presentation will include breaking a board to emphasize 

the journey and may also include music with accompaniment. 



Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
11:15 A.M.-12:15 P.M. 
Teach-Ins 

12:30 - 1:30 P.M. 
Dialogues and Multilogues 
Breaking Silences around Heteropatriarchy and Gender 

Healing, Spirituality, and The Medicine of our Foremothers: 
Reclaiming Our Herstories and Rebirthing Ourselves 

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

Womanly Moves: Identity, Masks, and Rebirth in West African Dance 

Presenter: Heike Currie 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL 29   

Dance plays a vital role within the rich expressive culture of Mande and Senegambian societies, both 

traditional and contemporary.  This presentation will explore how dance is, variously, experienced by 

women as a social identity marker, a coalescing force within communities, and as a practice of 

individual empowerment.  By attending to and being oriented in the historical contexts of particular

West African dances, the workshop will provide participants—through discussion and movement—with 

insight into dance’s liberating, restorative, and ultimately spiritually-affirming effect in women. 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL31

Mariah Webber 
We Don't Love These Hoes: Exploring Misogynoir and Black Male Patriarchy Through Sexual Double 
Standards   
Itane Coleman 
To Be Black, Female, and Already Dead: Black Women, Discourses on Value, and Disposability 
Eva Dickerson 
New Imaginings for Justice: Gender-Based Violence and Policy Change in the fight against State- 
Sanctioned Violence   
Kelisa Wing 
Overcoming Obstacles, Pursuing Success 
Shannon Murdoch, Panel Chair 
Do Work: Practical Tools for the Prevention of Violence Against Women 

Teisha Parchment 

Outside the Medical Mental Health Model: Reclaiming our Bodies, Community, Culture and Spirituality 

Salaam Green 

Mother, May I Heal: Body Healing Through the Lens of our Mothers 

Karen Rose 

Reclaiming the Medicine of our Ancestors 

Danielle Knox and Alexis McKinney 

Black Minds Matter: Psychological Costs of Activism in the age of Twitter 

Lindsey Lunsford, Panel Chair 

Motherhood of Medicine: Exposing the True Roots of Modern Gynecological Medicine  



Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
12:30 - 1:30 P.M.       
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS  

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

#JaggedJustice : Connecting the Dots Between the Work I Do and Who I am - After All, “Ain’t I 

a Woman Too?” 

Presenter: Tonya Lovelace, Women of Color Network, Inc. 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 329 

Join the Women of Color Network for a #JaggedJustice Workshop (coined by Women of Color 

Network, Inc.) in passionate and critical conversations that will explore the personal impact of being 

involved in radical gender social justice struggles and connect the dots between those we advocate 

for, Black women, and who we are, “ain’t I a [Black] Woman too”; between our personal need for 

liberation, healing, wellness and self-care and that of our sistahs and communities. 

Engaging Communities and Stakeholders to Ensure Access to Safe, Compassionate Care and 

Justice for all Survivors 

Presenters: Shenna Morris and Trish Hardy, Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 224 

During this interactive session, presenters will discuss the information gleaned from a series of 

"Community Conversations" that have centered around the glaring reality of black women and their 

communities’ experience of domestic violence. Workshop info will include recurring conversation 

themes of cultural sensitivity, cultural nuances, and messaging. Participants will also hear from 

directors leading community-based domestic violence organizations in the Metro area, on their 

approach to providing services which speak and culturally relate to survivors. 

RePurpose, ReDefine and Re-Align YOUR Life 

Presenter: Rasheena Perry 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 446 

The RePurpose, ReDefine and ReAlign YOUR Life workshop was derived from the preposition, “re” 

which means to go back, to do again. Oftentimes, many victims and survivors find themselves 

revisiting the unhealthy places, memories and even people they encountered during their trauma. This 

workshop is designed to teach women, no matter what phase of healing they are in, how to change 

their narrative by changing their perspective revisiting (doing again; going back) the god remains in 

them right now, and letting go of what was bad. It is broken up into strategic pieces that aid as 

building blocks to educate and support participants on their journey to go back and do it; try again. 

By breaking the workshop up into part lecture, part interactive, part self and group discovery, 

demonstration, sharing and Q&A; it creates a safe space and cultivates an openness that is 

conducive to all learning styles, personalities, and phases the sisters may be in. 



Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
12:30 - 1:30 P.M.       
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS  

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

Restoring Black Latina Bodies: Culturally Specific Healing for All Black Women 

Presenters: Lori Robinson and Luz Marquez 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 214 

This workshop addresses the ways in which Black Latinas experience trauma, specifically gender- 

based violence, child sexual abuse and healing, both domestically and internationally. In this 

interactive session, we will engage with Black women leaders in several Latin American countries 

through Skype, regarding their collective experiences as women of African descent in their own 

cultural and political contexts. Participants will engage directly with these domestic and international 

community leaders and will produce a compilation of culturally relevant healing practices that Black 

Diasporic women can benefit from. 

SelfCare After a Fuhk Boi: The Role of Liberation Theology and Healing from Trauma Through 

an Emotional Justice Lens 

Presenter: Ain Ealey 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 104 

SelfCare After a Fuhk Boi uses the culture within movement spaces as a foundation to identify the 

many ways organizing communities fail Black-women, through acts of internalized patriarchy and 

devaluing. We will think deeply on how a culture of fuhk bois and our social buy-in normalizes 

emotional mistreatment of women while expecting their loyalty to the movement and harmful lovers. 

More importantly, this project explores self-care tips and the power of naming one’s experience as a 

guide to collective healing and a radical shift to include emotional justice in our fight for liberation. 

Empowerment and Healing Through Drumming 

Presenters: M. Ndigo Washington, Patrice C. Queen and Ellore Grossett 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 217 

We seek to hold a workshop that will allow women to express and release their pain and anger. The 

purpose of this workshop is to help women, especially those who are activists, to heal any wounds or 

scars they carry and to offer them a space to share. We hope this will be an interactive workshop 

where the conference participants can participate, drum and play percussion instruments, i.e. bells, 

shakers, etc. 



Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
12:30 - 1:30 P.M.       
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS  

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

Poly 101: Releasing the Stigma 

Presenter: Renair Amin 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 224 

Poly 101: Releasing the Stigma will serve as a discussion/meeting space for Poly People of Color.

Polyamory is not always understood or accepted. This causes individuals that are open to this type of 

love to hide and hurt. If they choose to live publicly, they face judgment, leaving many to be silenced 

behind their love. This caucus offers a space for participants to share their truths as well as serves as 

healing time for those who have been stigmatized or hurt because of how they choose to love. It will 

also be a platform for those who would like to learn more about polyamory without judgment. 

Parenting for Liberation and Parenting Emerging Sons 

Presenter: Trina Greene Brown, Move to End Violence 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL28 

Because of the rampant violence against Black bodies, many parents of Black children parent their 

children from a place of protection and fear.  In this workshop, Trina Greene Brown, founder of 

Parenting for Liberation—a hub where parents can find resources, tools, and strategies for how to 

raise their children to be free and whole in the face of multiple oppressions—will share her personal 

journey as a Black feminist mama raising two Black children. Through interactive storytelling, this 

workshop will offer a space for parent-activists to strategize their own best practices to parent for 

liberation. 

Black Women’s Liberation, and the Politics of Individualism and Collectivism in a Postcolonial 

Society 

Presenters: Stephanie Croney, Sequoia Ayala, and Nnennaya Amuchie 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 219 

This caucus would be designed for folx of color to identify and express how we view our mutual 

liberation and how the ideologies of individualism and collectivism impede on or facilitate our 

realization of such a future. So much of the burden black women experience stems from generational 

trauma. From our grandmothers to our mothers, we are tasked to carry everyone else's burden, 

especially within the immigrant community. Can individualism and liberation of self exist within the 

confines of collectivism and the hierarchical gendered trauma Black women face within the 

community? 



3rd Annual Reproductive Justice Institute hosted by Women Engaged 

Presenter: Malika Redmond 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 439 

This training is designed for students interested in learning about the movement for reproductive 

justice, the key issues fueling the work, and how to get involved. Women Engaged will provide 

literature and dynamic movement leaders who will lead the interactive workshops. Speakers will train 

participants on how to organize using an intersectional gender lens on the issues of importance to 

you and your community. 
_____________________________ 
1:30 – 1:45 P.M.  BREAK 
_____________________________ 
1:45 - 2:45 P.M.       
Dialogues and Multilogues 
Critical Perspectives on Prison, Prostitution and Poverty in the Lives of 
Black Women 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
12:30 - 1:30 P.M.       
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL27 

Tiera Tanklsey 

“They Steady Tryin, But They Can’t Break Us”: Critical Perspectives on Prison, 

Prostitution and Poverty in the Lives of Black Women 

Andrea J. Ritchie 

Recognizing and Resisting Police Violence Against Black Women 

Shelly Page 

How Sex Trafficking Disproportionately Affects Women of Color 

Keeonna Harris, Panel Chair 

Everybody Survived, but Nobody Survived: A Black Feminist Ethnography on Motherhood and Mass 

Incarceration

1:45 - 2:45 P.M. 
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS 

What's Cooking in Your "Chitlin' Circuit"? 

Presenter: Michelle Meggs 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 217 

Black feminist writer and theorist bell hooks talks about the necessity for black folks to have a "chitlin- 

circuit", a group of folks around you who are able to assist you and help you get things done. In a 

capitalistic culture where we are taught to be self-reliant, superwomen even if it leads to an early 

grave, how do we build healthy networks of truth-tellers, soul-lovers, sister-friends, and male allies to 

help each other reach our highest selves? Come and see how to season your pot just right. 



I Will Tell If You Don't: Sexual Harassment and HBCUs 

Presenter: Tayler Matthews 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 329 

What happens when we minimize and deny the daily violence that manifests as sexual harassment, 

sexual assault, and gender discrimination? As a Black woman graduate student attending a

Historically Black University, my answer to this question is based on my personal experience at this 

particular location. Specifically, I seek to unearth the complexities of surviving intra-community 

violence, reporting that violence, and encountering reprisal for refusing to remain silent. We have yet 

to take full account of the discrimination and trauma that Black women experience on HBCU 

campuses, and it is rare that Black women see our reflections in the stories and efforts concerning 

sexual and gender-based violence in academia more generally. I have decided to speak out—to 

bear witness—because I know that when Black women do not tell our stories, our stories become 

buried. Our stories can even be manipulated and used against us. It is because of this awareness 

that I choose to speak—to illuminate and question the normality of the abuses against our bodily 

integrity, our intellect, our voices, and our lives. Black women cannot be free of our chains when we 

are routinely violated throughout our day-to-day existence. Our stories deserve to be heard. 

Name Your Chains & Set YOURSELF Free 

Presenter: Erika Totten 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 104 

Naming Your Chains & Setting Yourself Free is an interactive workshop that guides participants 

through a process of emotional emancipation. It invites participants to unearth the mental, 

emotional, and spiritual chains (lies/self-limiting beliefs, projected and internalized) that hold them 

back from embodying the liberation that already exists within them. Through deep self-reflection, I 

will guide participants through unearthing the chains keeping them bound, including who/what put 

the chains there and how it manifests in their lives; developing a truth that will break the chains, and 

finally, creating an Unchained Vision for themselves. Takeaways: 1) An Unchained Vision - What does 

the unchained you look like mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually, sexually, financially? 2) A 

self-reflection tool that helps them process and track their chains and their growth; 3) A 

personalized truth for the chain(s) they choose to focus on in the workshop.

Woman, Coalition, Blackness, and Capital: Lessons from the Combahee River Collective 

Presenter: Treva Ellison 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL28 

This presentation reconstructs the Combahee River Collective's 1979 organizing campaign in the 

wake of the murders of 13 Black women in Boston to think through the relationships between the 

terms “woman”, “coalition”, “blackness”, and “capital” in our contemporary moment. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 (continued) 
1:45 - 2:45 P.M. 
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS
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Black Women’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission One Year Later: Testifiers Speak Out 

Presenters: Ain Ealey, Kenisha Coy, Lavon Morris, Johndalyn Armstrong, Leah Burgess, Dora 

Howard, Stacy Tasha Roach, Rasheena Perry, Ericka Dixon, Eboni Nash 

Sister’s Chapel 

Nothing can stop a survivor who has re-awakened and been re-born into their own power. Join 10 of 

the 14 survivors who testified at the Black Women's Truth and Reconciliation Commission in April 2016 in 

a critical dialogue about the TRC process.  The testifiers will engage participants on the process of 

building a tribe of sister-survivors, speaking truth to power and the impact that the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission has had on their journey of healing, activism, reclaiming spirituality and 

justice seeking.  Furthermore, the testifiers invite participants to join us in a celebration of our 

collective survival and memorialization of the TRC. 

From Recy Taylor to Latesha Clay: Racialized Implications of Current Discourse Around 

Prostitution and the Commercial Sex Trade and the Sexual Abuse to Prison Pipeline 

Presenters: Maheen Kaleem and K. Shakira Washington 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 214 

The dominant discourse surrounding prostitution and the commercial sex trade ignores important 

historical legacies involving the sexual subjugation of Black and Brown women and girls. Ignoring this 

history has led to the criminalization of Black and Brown girls for their own victimization, and continued 

impunity for those who enact sexual violence against Black and Brown girls due to a resistance to 

address the demand for commercial sex. This interactive discussion will center on the prevalent 

tensions within current discourse around the commercial sex trade, and tangible strategies to engage 

in local efforts to end sexual exploitation. 

Mammy, Jezebel and Everyone in Between: Rewriting Racial and Sexual Narratives 

Presenter: Janesta Edmonds 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 224 

In this interactive workshop, participants will examine the popular archetypes of black women in 

America. "The Mami" and "The Jezebel" these two archetypes are based on stereotypes and create 

external reactions projected onto black women making it difficult to navigate our agency when it 

comes to sexuality. The presentation will fully examine the harm and fallacies of these two archetypes 

and how these false perceptions encourage negative external reactions from the outside society which 

in turn encourages our negative internal narrative, creating a negative story in our minds attached to 

our sexuality. Participants will then create tools to enforce empowerment through re-writing our own 

personal narrative free of shame and outside of white-centric projection. 

1:45 - 2:45 P.M. 
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint



Afro Futuro: Redefining Beauty in the Image of the Black Woman 

Presenter: Shaina Simmons 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 219 

Redefining Beauty in the Image of the Black Woman is a performance workshop intended for women 

and girls of the diaspora. Participants will learn the details of the project Afro Futuro and engage in a 

series of performance-based exercises that will build self-confidence by rebuilding the self-images of 

black women and girls. Afro Futuro merges three popular black hairstyles with visual abstractions to 

examine this political evolution of the black woman. Each hairstyle is informed by a different shape and 

Orisha: the Afro/circle/Yemeja, weave/square/Oshun, and braids/triangle/Oya. 

How Black and White Women Partnered to End Detroit's Rape Kit Backlog 

Presenters: Kymberli Worthy, Kimberly Trent and Darci McConnell, Enough SAID: Enough Sexual 

Assault in Detroit 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center LL27 

In the fall of 2015, 100 Metro Detroit women joined on the steps of the Detroit Association of Women’s 

Clubs to launch the African American 490 campaign of Enough SAID, a campaign to raise money and 

awareness tied to some 11,341 untested rape kits in Detroit. Named for the $490 it costs to test one rape 

kit, the grassroots initiative supported an effort that had been undertaken by Wayne County Prosecutor 

Kym Worthy, the Michigan Women’s Foundation and the Detroit Crime Commission. Emboldened by the 

fact that 81 percent of the assault victims tied to the untested kits were African Americans, AA490 set a 

lofty goal of raising $657,090 in funds and also awareness to change rape culture. The campaign 

marked an ambitious and uncommon collaboration that brought together black and white women for a 

laudable cause of bringing justice to survivors. Prosecutor Worthy, AA490 President Kim Trent and AA490 

Vice President Darci E. McConnell discuss what it took to build the unfunded grassroots effort, and the 

creative ways the group devised to garner contributions, ranging from a college rivalry challenge to 

donated services from local businesses. 

The Revolution: Black (Queer) Love 

Presenters: Ericka Hart and Ebony Donnley 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 219 

The Revolution: Black (Queer) Love is a conversation on black love as direct resistance to the structures 

that tell black people every day they are not worthy of love. All participants will be engulfed in 

understanding how love varies in its forms of expression and always a revolutionary act when shared 

amongst black people. This conversation will leave all participants ready to share love, be in love, or 

honor their love as a form of resistance. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 
1:45 - 2:45 P.M. 
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint
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GET THE LATEST SCOOP 

ON YOUR FAVE CELEBS

ABOUT THE HOTTEST 

INSTAGRAM STARS

NEW GADGETS ABOUND! 

GET THE 411

An exclusive interview reveals the girl-next- 

door behind the insta-fame

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

Saturday, April 29, 2017 
1:45 - 2:45 P.M. 
CONCURRENT TEACH-INS

The Role of Vodun in Black Women’s Revolutions, The Fanm Saj and the Fanm Vanyan: Who are 

we in the Rebirth? 

Presenter: Sherley Accime 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 206 

This engagement will be an opportunity for women to gather and harness our spiritual integrity and 

healing mechanisms through the principles of certain Vodun Loas. Vodun in Haitian culture derives from 

Ifà of West Africa and elemental tenets of the Taïnos/Arawaks of Ayïti (now Haiti and Dominican 

Republic). We will define these feminist identities of a Fanm Saj (birth doula) and Fanm Vanyan (activist) 

through a spiritual context. We will create our healing baskets as everyone remembers, speaks and 

imagines the Ways of our Grandmothers. We shall explore our birthing traditions and utilize this act to 

manifest our individual lives for the betterment of our communities. 

Reimagining FatBlackFemme Futures 

Presenter: Brienne Colston 

Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center 439 

The revolution is coming, and fatBlackfemmes will NOT be written out of it. What does liberation look like 

when fatBlackfemmes claim the space they deserve? What do radical, liberatory politics look like 

through an anti-fatphobic lens? What do our communities look like when we center the folks that we are 

so used to leaving on the margins? In this workshop, participants will write a new narrative for fat Black 

femme liberation using writing and envisioning practices. 

_____________________________ 

2:45 – 3:00 P.M.     

BREAK 

_____________________________ 

3:00 P.M.     
Closing Keynote 
MEN CAN STOP RAPE 
Speaker: Neil Irvin, Executive Director, Men Can Stop Rape 
Sister’s Chapel 
_____________________________ 
3:15 P.M.     
WHOSE PUSSY IS THIS? 
Healing Drum Collective and Dorcas Davis, Mother Tongue Monologues 



Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby, Ed.D. Academic Center Auditorium

#WordsOfFire  #LiveTheBlueprint

This is a place to gather, to rest and recharge, or to engage with community as your resistance, as 

we enter into the days, weeks, and months ahead.. The Healing Space will have resources for 

political education, as well as trauma- informed response and support for Black, Indigenous and 

People of Color, centering trans, GNC, queer, intersex, femme, female and non binary family- 

community. There will also be activities for healing and being with community, as a means of 

resisting the current political regime and elevating our community’s wellness & inter-depenence. 

Yoga, meditation, self-determination stations, Black-Joy & Resistance stations & photo opportunities, 

as well as community dialogue and visioning will be available in the space. 

_____________________________ 
9:00A.M. - 3:45P.M. 

Ongoing Healing and Meditation Room 
The Faculty Closter

Saturday, April 29, 2017 ALL DAY HEALING AND ART SPACE 
10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
ONGOING Black Feminist Performances and Film Screenings 



_____________________________ 
6:30 - 11:00 P.M.     

A Praise Song for Black Feminists Gala Reception 
The Floyd Room 

200 Piedmont Avenue, SE 
20th Fl 

(Drop off address: 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive)  
Downtown Atlanta, Georgia 

 
Join us in A Praise Song for Black Feminists as we rejoice in the lasting 

contributions of Words of Fire: An Anthology of African- 
American Feminist Thought and honor the great feminists who 

continue to put their lives on the line for Black women and girls, as 
well those who are the keepers of a new and powerful era of truth, 

justice, healing and transformation.   
 

The first major anthology to trace the development, from the early 
1800s to the present, of black feminist thought in the United States, 
Words of Fire is Beverly Guy-Sheftall’s comprehensive collection of 

writings, in the feminist tradition, of more than sixty African- 
American women. From the pioneering work of abolitionist Maria 

Miller Stewart and anti-lynching crusader Ida Wells-Barnett to the 
writings of contemporary feminist critics Michele Wallace and bell 

hooks, Black women have been writing about the multiple jeopardies 
—racism, sexism, and classism—that have made it imperative for them 

to forge a brand of feminism uniquely their own. 



SUNDAY APRIL 30  
9:00AM - 10:30 
TRANS SISTAS OF 
COLOR PROJECT/DETROIT

10:30-12:30 
THE BLACK FEMINIST GOSPEL 

Feature Presentation: A poetry performance by Black Venus titled “We are Indigo,” 
in order to build on dialogue surrounding trauma and the healing power we 

possess within ourselves and within feminine bonds. 

O P E N I N G  P L E N A R Y :   C I S - T A H  2  

S I S T A :  B U I L D I N G  S O L I D A R I T Y  &  

S I S T A H O O D  B E T W E E N  

C I S G E N D E R  A N D  T R A N S G E N D E R  

W O M E N  O F  C O L O R

Hosts: Trans Sistas of Color Project/Detroit 

As we host women from the Trans Sistas of Color Project and honor fierce feminist and co-founder 

Bré Campbell, we will create space to answer the question  "what does sisterhood look like between 

trans women of color and cis-hetero, cis-lesbian and cis- bisexual women of color given the current 

assault of womanhood across the spectrum from the current administration? "The Trans Sistas of 

Color Project was founded in 2015 by a group of Detroit community activists to uplift, influence and 

positively impact the lives and wellbeing of trans women of color through trans centric programming, 

services, resources and community building efforts. “CIS-TAH 2 SISTA: Building Solidarity & 

SISTAHOOD Between Cisgender and Transgender Women of Color" will construct a blueprint for 

relationship building, movement work, resource sharing and solidarity and accountability practices 

between trans-gender and cis-gender women of color through a Black, queer, trans feminist lens. 

Facilitators: 
Yolande Tomlinson, Organization for Human Rights and Democracy (OHRD), Praise Song 
Host Committee 
Demita Frazier, Founding member of Combahee River Collective 

Whether in moments of triumph or of despair, women across the African Diaspora have always 
understood when it is time to reach for our prophets and seers as well as our teachers and 
advisors. In this tremendous political moment, never has there been such a time to reach for 
Black feminist activists.  We invite you to talk with us on Sunday, April 30, 2017. We invite you 
to witness and participate in the Black Feminists call and response through womanist and 
Black feminist sermonettes. This dialogue will remaster continued call to action for the 
liberation of Black women and girls through a sermonic deliberative dialogue. We will set a 
mandate and a revival for both our intellectual and movement work moving forward, as well as 
the thought leadership and critical analysis that will set the tone for a new praxis of Black 
feminism re-membered. Words of Fire is the catalyst for this mandate which reflects not only 
our survivorship, but our lived contexts at the intersections of race, sex, gender, class, ritual, 
spirit, education, and sexuality. Survival is what Audre Lorde calls “a now that can breed 
futures/like bread in our children’s mouths/so their dreams will not reflect the death of ours.” 
Bear witness to this breakthrough live, in action at the Words of Fire Conference. 


